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                1874 Hempstead County Courthouse at Historic Washington State Park
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                Gymnasium at Historic Washington State Park
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                Brunson House is available for events
              

            

          

                  
            
                                              [image: Horse drawn carriages at Historic Washington State Park]

                          
              
                Take a surrey ride at Historic Washington State Park
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                          What to know

  An important stop on the Southwest Trail, James Bowie, Sam Houston, and Davy Crockett famously traveled through here. James Black, a local blacksmith, actually forged the legendary Bowie knife. From 1863-1865, it served as the Confederate capital of Arkansas. The 1874 Courthouse serves as the park visitor center. Start there, and continue to the Blacksmith Shop, Weapons Museum, Print Museum, and other historic locations that make up the largest collection of 19th-century buildings in the state. Williams Tavern Restaurant serves home cooking Tuesday - Sunday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
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      Jailhouse Bed & Breakfast

      Stay in this historic jailhouse, remodeled with all modern amenities. Price includes continental breakfast.
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    Meeting Rooms

    
    
    




  
    
      1914 School House

      Built in 1914, this building served as the second public school building for the town of Washington. Today, it is available for rent by the public for various events and group activities. Bunk rooms are available for overnight lodging. For reservations and more information, please contact the
park at 870-983-2684 or [email protected].

                              Auditorium Only: $190.00

                  

    
              
Contact park for availability.

      
          

  

  




  

  Open Pavilion

    
    
    




  
    
      Small Open Pavilion

      For reservations and more information, please contact the park at 870-983-2684 or [email protected].

                              Per Day: $49.00

                  

    
              
Contact park for availability.

      
          

  

  




  

  Outdoor Space

    
    
    




  
    
      Surrey Rides

      Rides are offered Tuesday through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to noon and again from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Tours take around 25 minutes and availability depends on weather and road conditions so call ahead to confirm. 

                              Adults: $8.00

                  Children 6-12 years of age: $4.00

                  

    
              
Contact park for availability.

      
          

  

  




  

  Meeting Rooms, Conference Rooms, Restrooms, Climate Controlled

    
    
    




  
    
      W.P.A. Gymnasium with kitchen facilities

      After the county seat was moved from Washington to Hope, the Washington Public School moved into the 1874 Hempstead County Courthouse. With assistance from the Works Progress Administration, a gym was erected in 1940 to serve the school. Today, this building is available for rent for public functions and group activities including family gatherings.  For reservations and more information, please contact the park at 870-983-2684 or [email protected].

                              Per Day: $300.00

                  Per 1/2 Day: $185.00

                  

    
              
Contact park for availability.

      
          

  

  




  

  Climate Controlled

    
    
    




  
    
      Brunson House

      

                              Entire house and gardens per 8 hours: $600.00

                  Entire house and gardens per extra hour: $100.00

                  Deposit: $250.00

                  Great Room only per 8 hours: $300.00

                  Great Room per extra hour: $75.00

                  Great Room Deposit: $50.00

                  Front or Back Parlor only per 8 hours: $100.00

                  Front or Back Parlor only per extra hour: $50.00

                  Front or Back Parlor only deposit: $50.00

                  

    
              
Contact park for availability.

      
          

  

  




  


  
  

  
  

  
  





                

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                          

          


                    
                        
      103 Franklin Street

      

    Washington, AR 71862



                        
  
    Get Directions
    Get Directions
  

  View Map




                        
  Call The Park

  
    (870) 983-2684
  





  After Hours Number

  
    (501) 519-0579
  




                        
                                                        Email
            


                        
                          
                Hours
                
            * Interpretive programs available year-round.


Visitor Center:


Open daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.


Administrative Office: 

Open Monday-Friday  8 a.m.-5 p.m. 


Williams Tavern Restaurant:  

Tues. - Sun.   11 a.m.-3 p.m. (closed Mondays)



NOTE:  With advance notice, restaurant hours

will be extended for special event weekends

and for special group activities


Paid Interpretive Guided Tours

Daily at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., and 2:30 p.m.

Check the event calendar for tours and activities. 
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    You Couldn’t Make This Story Up!
Thursday, February 16, 2023

  

    
    Self-Guided Tour of Historic Washington State Park
Wednesday, November 04, 2020

  

    
    Photo Essay: Branches in Time
Tuesday, July 07, 2020

  

    
    Video: Reading of the Declaration of Independence 
Thursday, July 02, 2020

  

    
    New Year’s Resolution: Visit an Arkansas State Park Every Month
Tuesday, January 01, 2019

  

    
    What’s it Like to be Scarlett?
Wednesday, February 08, 2017
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    “In Their Wallet: Money in 19th Century Washington” Exhibit
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    “Brushstrokes from the Heart: Women of Art in Hempstead County” Exhibit
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    “Amusements and Social Pleasures of 19th Century Washington” Exhibit
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    ‘Phenomenon of Nature": Solar Eclipses in 19th Century America Exhibit
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    Arkansas Spring Break Program   Horse Care and Surrey Ride
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    Arkansas Spring Break: The Wonderful World of Medicinal Plants
Wednesday, March 20, 2024


  

    
    Arkansas Spring Break: Horse Care and Surrey Ride
Thursday, March 21, 2024


  

    
    Arkansas Spring Break: Art & Architecture
Thursday, March 21, 2024
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            Arkansas.com

WMStadium.com

KeepArkansasBeautiful.com

OutdoorGrants.com

ArkansasHeritage.com


ARKANSAS STATE PARKS 1 Capitol Mall - Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

1-888-287-2757 (TDD) / [email protected]


 



      
  


      


            
        
  
    
      
      
                
          "Connect your heart and mind to a special place when you visit an Arkansas state park."
      - Arkansas State Parks
      



                
          "Life is either a daring adventure or nothing."
      - Helen Keller
      



                
          "In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks."
      - John Muir
      



                
          "Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts."
      - Rachel Carson
      



                
          "A true conservationist knows that the world is not given by his fathers, but borrowed from his children."
      - John James Audubon
      



                
          "Nature always wears the colors of the spirit."
      - Ralph Waldo Emerson
      



                
          "Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natural resources, cherish the history and romance as a sacred heritage, for your children."
      - Theodore Roosevelt
      



          

  
  


      


            
        


          
      Follow Us

    
  
        

                	
                                
                            
	
                                
                            
	
                                
                            
	
                                
                            
	
                                
                            


  


  
      


            
        © 2024

        
              	
          Privacy Policy
                  
	
          GDPR
                  
	
          Site Map
                  
	
          Accessibility
                  


  


      

    

  
  






  


    
    






























  